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JUNE/JULY  2011 NEWSLETTER

Guild Meeting – June 8th……
Flings Ain’t What they Used To Be
On a rather blustery, somewhat unkind evening at Shaw HQ, Jim Williams introduced us to his style of fly-casting tuition, on the lawn immediately outside the hotel, showing both the theoretical and practical application of ‘the moves‘ involved. Even to ‘old hands’ amongst us, this demonstration proved to be not only entertaining but really quite impressive. If you’ve ever seen the Robert Redford film, A River Runs Through It, you’ll get a rough idea of the casting skill shown to us.  It was impressive. But he says he does practise a lot!!  In the words of the famous Mandy Rice-Davies, of the Profumo/Christine Keeler scandal episode, ‘But he would say that wouldn’t he!’.

His obvious enthusiasm for the sport of fly-fishing spilled over to an absorbing discussion period afterwards. This time in the welcome comfort within the hotel walls. We had an interesting Q & A forum on fishing small brooks with ultra-light tackle and unconventional 10 feet, 2 Weight rods, tiny flies and so forth. Bugs and grubs, nymphs and shepherds, all came under the microscope of our purview. There was a read-across to the methods we might try on the Mole and Yeo. All in all, a very enlightening evening with many taking notes and Reference information on several of the instructional books and ‘Bug’CD/DVDs mentioned by Jim. I am pleased to say that he has agreed to re-visit us next year, should we wish to arrange this.
I for one found his presentation to be of great value.                                                                                                                                          Courteney
BOBS BITS….
Please note there will be no Hotel Guild Meetings in July and August.
Next Guild Meeting 14th September – 
‘A Fisherman’s Forum’ chaired by Colin. 7:30pm at the Hotel.
Taster days on the Mole – Andy Moore and Brian Thornton have decided the dates for fishing the Mole and Yeo. These will be Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd July. If you fancy a look around and to do some fishing with your buddies on our Devon Rivers,  please contact Andy ASAP, for arrangements.
Fullingbridge Farm Lake Meet, near Westbury 
This is one of our most popular outings of the year, enjoying fishing on a pleasant lake and joining your fellow anglers for a barbeque.

For the benefit of our newer Members, instead of our usual monthly meeting at the hotel, Wednesday 13th July takes us to Fullingbridge to enjoy fishing the lake and having a free barbeque, funded by the Guild.

Andy Moore will very kindly be donating a case of beer for this event, 
But a small charge will be made to benefit Guild funds. 

Our ‘meeting’ begins at 3:00pm, with the barbeque at 6:30pm, or when the ‘goose-caller’ sounds. We pack up at 9:00pm.

We can keep the first 2 trout caught, then it’s ‘catch and release’ on barb less hooks, gently returning the fish.

The charge for the fishing is £15 (cash please) and if you would like to join a ‘sweep’ (not compulsory) for an extra £2, the heaviest bag of the first two fish caught will ‘net’ a cash prize. Half the sweep money will go to club funds. 

Please bring a chair for seating at the barbeque. Let’s hope the day will be fair and clement!  It would be great to see you, hope you can make it.
Directions – From Trowbridge take A350 from Yarnbrook towards Westbury….pass N.T. Heywood House on the left. After a few hundred yards take the next sharp turning left, – opposite a lay-by, – then ¾ of a mile down this lane (Capps Lane) find Fullingbridge Farm Lake entrance on left.

For Sat. Nav. Users: BA13 4NB.
FULLINGBRIDGE

For Members who receive a hard copy of the Newsletter………
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SUNDAY 25th SEPTEMBER 2011
This is the date of our Blagdon Bank Social Day.  On 22nd May we tried to hold our CHEW Boat Day, but after 3 uncomfortable hours fishing in very high winds we were ‘pulled off’ the lake and were unable to continue fishing.
It was mooted by a few Members that they would like to make up for this disappointment by fishing on boats at our Blagdon Social Day in September.

As this is our last Newsletter until end of September, I would ask our 12 Chew Anglers plus any other interested Members to contact me with a definite decision as to whether they would like to boat fish.
A Day’s Rowing Boat Fishing will cost £28, concessionary - £26. – 
8 fish limit. Electric Motor and Batteries Hire may be available at £15 for the day. I believe they can be delivered to the Blagdon Lodge and collected at an arranged time.

I will then go ahead and make a firm booking with Bristol Water.

Thanks, Robert – Robert.is@trouthooker.net 
Head to Fisherman's Row at this year's CLA 
Game Fair (Blenheim Palace, 22-24 July)

· Meet members of Team England and the Hardy & Greys Academy, who will be on hand to answer your questions and share tips on casting, fishing and of course tackle. 

· See how a Hardy Bros split cane rod is made at our Cane Workshops - with master rod builders Calum Gladstone and Tom Moran.

· Bring along your Hardy or Greys reel for a free Mini Service. 

· See casting demonstrations and take part in our casting clinic

For the non-anglers there is plenty more to see, with gundog and falconry exhibitions, gardening, conservation and nature, food and cookery demonstrations, 4 x 4 driving, and many family orientated features including quad biking, mountain boarding, aerial trekking, laser combat and many other fun activities can be enjoyed.

Advance tickets offer discounts on all categories of entrance tickets. Children under 10 and parking are Free. Special rates for groups, Senior Citizens and juniors up to 19 years. Tickets can also be bought on the gate (excluding Group).

With so much to see and do there is an also heavily discounted ticket for multi day entrance. There's even a Caravan and Tent park for those who want to make a weekend of it. 


New Advert…
INCREDIBLE HD VIDEO RECORDER FLY FISHING SUNGLASSES
	
When we discovered these fishing sunglasses we were amazed! Lightweight Polaroid video fishing sunglasses with built in video recording HD video 1280 x 720 pixel resolution and 12 mega pixel camera 4000 x 3000 pixels.  Simple push a button & record video or photos while you fish with these comfortable polaroid fishing glasses


Whatever next……..?!
What Fly Fishing means to Different People
Different people; from different backgrounds, and from different eras. The span of Time does not diminish the relevance of each writers’ sentiments, but rather enhances and fortifies the common thread of evidence present. 
I hope that the messages contained in the prose below reflect some of our own thoughts when, in quiet moments, we analyse what we each get out of our own past-time spent by the water:- 

Angling is somewhat like Poetry, men

are to be born so…

Izaak Walton

From The Song of Wandering Aengus

by William Butler Yeats:-
I went out to the hazel wood,

Because a fire was in my head,

And cut and peeled a hazel wand,

And hooked a berry to a thread;

And when white moths were on the wing, 

And moth-like stars were flickering out,

I dropped the berry in a stream

And caught a little silver trout.

‘Only those become weary of angling that bring 

nothing to it but the idea of catching fish.’

Rafael Sabbatini

‘If, as I suspect, trout fishing is somewhat

of a disease, then it is also somewhat of

a therapy in itself.’  

Tom Sutcliffe M.D.

‘The appeal of a sport is never experienced in its full

perfection unless there is involved some call upon the craft

of the wilderness, the faculty of appreciating the ways of

bird and beast and fish and insect…..’

J.W.Dunne - Sunshine and the Dry Fly. 1950
‘…..‘tis not a proud desire of mine; I ask for nothing 

superfine; no heavy weight; no salmon great; to break 

the record or my line: Only an idle little stream whose 

amber waters softly gleam, where I may wade, through 

woodland shade, and cast the fly, and loaf and dream.

Only a trout or two, to dart from foaming pools, and try 

my art: no more I’m wishing, old-fashioned fishing,

and just a day on nature’s heart.’  -   An Angler’s Wish by Henry Van Dyke.
Courteney Fish
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Note from Roger H.
“Below is a photo of a nice set of brass Drennan bread punches which I found at Tellisford at the Chub pool by the first field - the bank strimming had exposed it. Let’s put the photo in the June newsletter to see if a member has lost it ?
 If no-one claims it, it'll go in the raffle! “
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‘LADIES NIGHT’
The Grand Raffle this year has some fantastic prizes. 
I can safely say that it has got to be the best Grand Raffle ever! 

Gerry Barnes has the tickets at only £1 a go. 
Just a reminder, here are the prizes:

An Outstanding Sharpes Gordon fly rod,

A Superb Orvis ‘Mid Arbor’ reel,

A Grand Fly Box pre-filled with no less than 100 quality flies,

A Splendid Shakespeare four-piece fly rod,
A budget extendable handled trout landing net.
Further to the ‘Ladies Night Dinner’  information detailed in the last Newsletter, the Evening’s Menu has been decided upon. 
This wonderful repast will be yours for £31:25pp.  
There is lots of time before this event, but if you would like to attend Ladies Night (Friday 28thOctober) and have decided on your choice of menu, then please register with our Treasurer Mike Harris,
2, Elm Croft, St. Saviours Road, Larkhall, BATH,   BA1 6SE  -  
e-mail:-  HElmcroft@aol.com
Further details in September’s Newsletter. In the meantime the Menu details follow ………
HAPPY FISHING and have a good summer! ….BOB. 
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WWFFG Ladies' Night 2011
--Friday 28th October--

Homemade Soup of the Day

Ribbons of Sweet Melon

coated with Proscuitto Ham and Parmesan Cheese drizzled with Olive Oil 

A Gateau of Atlantic Prawns and Avocado Pear

bound with a traditional Marie Rose Sauce on a Nest of Continental Salad Leaves
A Creamy Chicken, Leek and Smoked Bacon Risotto

finished with Fresh Parmesan Cheese
A Buffalo Mozzarella and Tomato Salad

finished with Fresh Sweet Basil, Black Pepper and a Balsamic Dressing

*  *  *  

Fillet of Halibut 

served on a bed of Roast Peppers and Cucumber with Dill and Mustard Seed Vinaigrette
Roast Breast of Duck

coated with an Apple, Cranberry and Port Sauce
Slow Roast Belly Pork 

sliced upon a Sage Jus and garnished with Honey Roast Pears
A Fillet Steak – cooked medium - £1.50 extra per person

presented on a Garlic Potato Rosti and topped with a Chive and Tomato Butter finished with a Beef Jus

Penne Pasta

with Avocado Pear, Mushrooms and Chives

finished with a White Wine Cream Sauce

The main courses are all served with a selection of potatoes and fresh vegetables

*  *  *  

Fresh Fruit Salad/Strawberries (depending on season)

Home Made Jaffa Orange Sponge Pudding 

served on a Warm Dark Chocolate Sauce or with Custard

A Warm Chocolate Brownie with Chopped Pecan and Brazil Nuts 

served with a Thick Brandy Cream

Black Cherry and Kirsch Syllabub served with Shortbread

Ice Cream or Sorbet

Cheese and Biscuits

*  *  *  

Filter Coffee
(Some dishes may contain fresh raw egg)
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